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and for the next seven years tried to pursue an
editorial ideal along with academical work.

The condition of Scotland at that time was un-
favourable to a dispassionate treatment of ecclesi-
astical and theological opinions, in the way with
which we are familiar, for instance in the 'Nine-
teenth Century' and the ' Contemporary,' or in
the 'Hibbert Journal.' But it was in this spirit
that I wanted to guide the 'North British.' So
I had to look for articles concerned with religion
and ecclesiastical sects, not exclusively to Scottish
ecclesiastics, with most of whom criticism and in-
terpretation of Scripture were dogmatically taken
as stereotyped for all time in the sixteenth cen-
tury. Then for national politics, Edinburgh was
less in touch with public affairs than when the
centripetal action of London upon the provinces
was less powerful.

Moved by these ideas, I spent part of the summer
of 1850 in England, happily uniting with my
marriage tour literary negotiation on behalf of
the 'North British Eeview.'

In London I found a sympathetic friend in
Frederick Denison Maurice. He was inspired byted the offer,ith on the one hand,
